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T
hroughout this past year, the Army has continued to wage the war on terrorism.
Around the world, Soldiers perform with determination, skill, and courage.
Your contributions to Operation Noble Eagle, Operation Enduring Freedom,
Operation Iraqi Freedom, and other missions over the last year have been
absolutely critical in keeping the American people safe from harm.  Threats to

United States interests are evolving.  We face increasing challenges from regional insta-
bility, transnational dangers, and asymmetric threats.  To meet these challenges, we must
leverage the very best of our Army.

No matter the future, the Army remains ready to serve our Nation.  The Army pro-
vides a unique set of core competencies and capabilities.  We train and equip Soldiers and
grow leaders.  We deliver relevant and ready land combat power to the Combatant
Commanders and the Joint Team.  Soldiers are Warriors, with a special ethos: mission
first; never accept defeat; never quit; never leave a fallen comrade. Soldiers understand
Duty, and are willing to make sacrifices for the good of the whole.

Our Soldiers and civilians, and their families, set the standard every day for selfless
service.  Today’s Soldiers accept their responsibilities and perform every task and mis-
sion asked of them, just as their parents and grandparents did before them.  But while our
Soldiers are carrying on the legacy of earlier generations of American Soldiers, this is a
different kind of war, a war in the shadows that will last for many years. This is not easy,
and we cannot approach it as if it is business as usual.

There is no question that the pace of serving a Nation at war challenges our Army.
We have more than 300,000 Soldiers deployed in 120 countries supporting various
operations; it is hard to recall a time since WWII when we have been busier. But we are
more than busy. We are an Army at war around the world, with urgent missions and
critical tasks affecting the future of our Nation.  We continue to meet the challenge with a
seamless commitment of Active, Reserve, and National Guard Soldiers, and dedicated
civilians

Thank you for all that you have done and continue to do for our great Nation.  And
may God bless you, your families, the Army, and the United States of America.

Peter J. Schoomaker R.L. Brownlee
General, United States Army Acting Secretary of the Army
Chief of Staff
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